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RFMARKS 

By the foregoing amendment. Applicant has voluntarily cancelled all pending 
claims, thereby rendering mood the previously stated grounds for rejection. Also, by the 
forgoing amendment. Applicant has presented new Claims 131-146 for prosecution. 
Claims 131-139 are directed to a system and Claims 140-146 are directed to a method by 
which the system Is usable to treat a defect (e.g., an aneurysm) in a blood vessel wall. 
Applicant respectfully submits that new independent Claims 131 and 140 each recite 
combinations of elements or steps that are novel and unobvious over all prior art of 
record, including the Massoud et al. and Baiko et al. For example (but not limitation), 
neither Massoud et al. nor BaIko et al describe or suggest any system or method wherein 
1) an intravascular member (IVM) is positioned within a delivery catheter in a collapsed 
configuration and connected to an advancer apparatus by way of a releasable 
connection, 2) the advancer apparatus is used to advance the IVM out of the delivery 
catheter such that it expands within the vessel lumen adjacent to the vessel wall defect 
and such that a blood flow channel is defined through the intravascular member to permit 
blocMd to flow through the intravascular member; and 3) after the intravascular member 
has been so expanded such that a blood flow channel is defined through the intravascular 
member, the releasable connection Is released. One non-limiting example of this claimed 
"releasable connection" is shown in Applicant's Figure 11 and described in the 
corresponding written specification. 

Applicant respectfully submits that new Claims 131-146 are in condition for 
allowance- Reexamination and issuance of a Notice of Allowance is eamestly solicited. 
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The Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned by telephone if there is believed 
to be any further impediment to allowance of the present application. 



Date: May 16, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 
^^^^STOtff^XA. BUYAN & MULLINS. LLP 

^ M< 




Robert D. Buyan, Reg. No.^2,460 



4 Venture, Suite #300 
Inn'ne, Califomia 92618 

Telephone: (949)450-1750, Facsimile: (949) 450-1764 
email: rbuyan@patlawyers.com 



CIRTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE FILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by liacsimiie to the UniteJ States Patent Office 
at (703) 305-3590 on May 16. 2003. 



Dated: iV)ay16.2003 




iders. Assistant 
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APPENDIX SETTING FORTH AMENDMENTS IN MARKED-UP FORMAT 

Please add new claims 131-146, as shown in marked-up fornnat herebelow: 

1 31 . (New) A systenn for implantation of an Intravascular member within the lumen of 
a blood vessel, said system comprising: 

an elongate, flexible delivery catheter having a distal end, a lumen extending 
longitudinally therethrough and tenninating in a distal end opening, said delivery 
catheter being advanceable the blood vessel lumen wherein the intravascular member 
is to be implanted; 

an intravascular member which has a collapsed configuration and an expanded 
configuration, said intravascular member being disposed within the lumen of the delivery 
catheter while in its collapsed configuration; 

an advancer apparatus for advancing the Intravascular member out of the distal 
end opening lumen of the third catheter, said intravascular member being connected to 
the advancer apparatus by way of a releasable connection, 

said advancer apparatus being useable to advance the intravascular member out 
of the distal end opening of the catheter such that the Intravascular member will transition 
to its expanded configuration within the blood vessel lumen while remaining connected to 
the advancer apparatus byway of said releasable connection, said releasable connection 
being thereafter volitionally severable such that the delivery catheter and advancer 
apparatus my be removed from the blood vessel lumen leaving the expanded 
intravascular member implanted in said blood vessel lumen. 

132. (New) A system according to Claim 1 wherein the intravascular member 
comprises a strand that is substantially linear when said collapsed configuration and 
substantially curvilinear wh n In said expanded configuration. 
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133. (New) A system accxjrding to Claim 2 wherein the strand fonms a helix when in 
said expanded configuration. 

134. (New) A system according to Claim 1 further comprising apparatus for releasing 
the releasable connection, 

135. (New) A system according to Claim 4 wherein the apparatus for releasing the 
releasable connection comprises a ball and claw. 

136. (New) A system according to Claim 4 wherein the releasable connection is 
releasable by being cut and wherein the apparatus for releasing the releasable 
connection comprises apparatus for aitting the releasable connection, 

137. (New) A system according to Claim 4 wherein the releasable connection is 
releasable in response to an electrical discharge and wherein the apparatus for releasing 
the releasable connection comprises apparatus to delivering an electrical discharge. 

138. (New) A method for treating a mammalian patient who has a defect in the wall of a 
blood vessel that has a lumen and a wall, said method comprising the steps of: 

A- providing a system which comprises; i) a delivery catheter that has a distal 
end, a lumen that extends longitudinally therethrough and terminates in a 
distal end opening, ii) an intravascular member which has a collapsed 
configuration and an expanded configuration, said intravascular member 
being disposed within the lumen of the delivery catheter while in its 
collapsed configuration and iii) an advancer apparatus for advancing the 
intravascular member out of the distal end opening lumen of the thind 
catheter, said intravascular member being connected to the advancer 
apparatus by way of a releasable connection; 

B. positioning the delivery catheter within the blood vessel such that its distal 
end opening is near the def ct in the wall of the blood vessel; 
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D. using the advancer apparatus to advance the intravascular member out of 
the distal end opening of the delivery catheter such that the intravascular 
member wiW transition to its expanded configuration within the blood 
vessel lumen adjacent to the defect and engage tiie wall of the blood 
vessel so as to be held in substantially fixed position within the vessel 
lumen adjacent to the vessel wall defect and so that it provides a blood flow 
channel to permit blood to flow past the intravascular member when it is 
positioned in the blood vessel; and, 

D. releasing the releasable connection and removing the delivery catheter, 

thereby leaving the expanded intravascular member implanted within the 
blood vessel lumen adjacent to the defect. 

139. (New) A method according to Claim 138 wherein the performance of Steps B and 
C comprises: 

placing a first catheter at a first position within the patient's vasculature; 

advancing a second catheter through the lumen of the first catheter and to a 
second position within the patient's vasculature: 

advancing the delivery catheter through the lumen of the second catheter to a third 
position within the patient's vasculature adjacent the vessel wall defect; and 

while the first, second and third catheters are in their respective first, second and 
third positions, advandng the intravascular member out of the lumen of the third 
catheter such that the intravascular member assumes its radially expanded 
configuration. 

141. (New) A method according to Claim 138 further comprising the steps of: 

E. providing an emt)Olus member sized to fit within the vessel wall defect; and, 
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F. positioning the embolus member within 1he vessel wall defect such that the 
intravascular member retains the embolus member within the vessel wall 
defect, 

141. (New) A method according to Claim 140 wherein Step F Is performed after Step 
C. 

142* (New) A method according to Claim 140 wherein Step F is performed before Step 
C. 

143. (New) A method according to Claim 141wherein Step F comprises: 

i positioning a delivery catheter having a distal end within the 
intravascular member after it has been radially expanded in Step E; 

ii causing the distal end of the delivery catheter to advance through a 
portion of the Intravascular member and into the vessel wall defect; 

ill delivering the embolus member out of the distal end of the delivery 

catheter and into the vessel wall defect; and, 
iv removing the delivery catheter, leaving the embolus member within 

the vessel wall defect with the intravascular member preventing the 

embolus member from escaping from the vessel wall defect into the 

lumen of the blood vessel. 

144. (New) A method according to Claim 140 wherein the vessel wall defect is an 
aneurysm and wherein Step F comprises positioning the embolus member within the 
aneurysm. 

145. (New) A method according to Claim 144 wherein the aneurysm is a wide mouthed 
aneurysm and wherein Step F comprises delivering the embolus member through the 
mouth of the aneurysm and into the aneurysm sac. 
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146. (New) A method according to Claim 140 wherein the embolic member delivered 
in Step F comprises a thrombogenic member. 
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